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Our biggest ever Singing Festival will be taking place this term, with 8 regional workshops, 
three primary concerts and our new secondary ‘Live at the Rose’ event.   
 
We hope you’ve started thinking about the song(s) you’ll be singing with your partner schools 
on the theme of �� � ��� � � �  �� � �� ! �� � � "�� � ��� � � �  �� � �� ! �� � � "�� � ��� � � �  �� � �� ! �� � � "�� � ��� � � �  �� � �� ! �� � � ". Don’t forget you’ll also need to write your own group 
verse for the ‘favourite things’ song (details are in the school pack we sent out before 
Christmas).  
 

 
We’re looking forward to singing some of the songs from the Agape orphanage in South 
Africa. As part of the festival, we’ll be raising money for Agape. We’ll be asking all the 
children to bring along a silver coin (20p or 50p) to the regional workshops and they will have 
a special place to put their coins. We’ll also have collections for the audiences on the concert 
days. With so many children taking part in the festival, we should be able to raise enough 
money to really make a difference to the lives of the children at Agape.    
 
Please call us if you have any queries or if you’d like help teaching the songs. 
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The editing process is well underway and we have secured the funding to record the CD. We 
hope to complete this ambitious project by the end of this academic year. When the song 
book is ready, we’ll also be looking at the possibility of getting some of the songs on the  
Sing Up website. 
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Our Vocal Team Leader, Sarah Drake, was married during the Christmas holidays and is 
now Sarah Page. Sarah and her team will be working with us on the primary and secondary 
elements of the Singing Festival. 

����
Sarah is also responsible for organising the vocal stage of the Wider Opportunities 
programme and managing singing tuition in schools. If you have any queries relating to either 
of these, she can be contacted at the Trust at sarahdrake@richmondmusictrust.org.uk 
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A huge celebration is planned to mark this event and this will take place on Sunday 23rd May. 
Singing will be an important part of the day and we are looking for school choirs to take part. 
Choirs will be positioned around the house and grounds, singing songs of their own choice 
(the Singing Festival songs will come in handy here!) at specific times during the day. There 
will also be a massed ‘sing along’ for choirs and visitors in the afternoon, ending with ‘Happy 
Birthday Ham House!’. It promises to be a fantastic, fun-filled day and we hope lots of you 
will want to be involved.  The organisers have not yet let us know how many choirs can be 
accommodated but we should have that information very soon. Places will be allocated on a 
first-come-first-served basis and a registration form is included at the end of this letter. 
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As part of the Petersham Festival, internationally acclaimed recorder player Michala Petri will 
be playing with young recorder players from local schools at an event in Richmond Park. 
This event will take place on the morning of Friday 18th June at King Henry©s Mound, near 
Pembroke Lodge, and will commemorate King Henry VIII©s love of the recorder (at the time of 
his death, he owned 78 of them…)  
 
You will already have received information about this event from the festival organiser, Kate 
Kingan. We are meeting with Kate this week to discuss how we might be able to involve 
children who are having recorder lessons with the Trust and we will let you know how we get 
on.  
 
If you have any queries, please speak to Jane McKechnie at the Trust. 
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See separate sheet for current information. 
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The new resource pack for class teachers, which supports the work of our instrumental 
teachers, was introduced last term. Our instrumental teachers use the material in the initial 
stage, so teachers can see the material in action, and the pack then remains in school. If 
haven’t received your pack yet, please be patient – your instrumental teachers will give it to 
you when your initial stage takes place. Teachers who tried out the material in last term’s 
subject panel meeting were very enthusiastic and we hope that class teachers and music 
coordinators will enjoy using the packs. 
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Our pre-instrumental classes for year 1 children are now running in 9 schools. As well as 
being great fun, these classes are designed to give young children the best possible start to 
learning an instrument. Lessons are taught in groups of up to 12 and cost £63 per term (10 
lessons). If you are interested in introducing Music Makers in your school, please contact 
Jane McKechnie at the Trust. 
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Our annual Instrumental Day for school bands and orchestras will take place on Wednesday 
23rd June at the Landmark Arts Centre in Teddington, with sectional rehearsals also at 
nearby Collis School.  
 
Young players and their teachers will once again have the chance to work with professional 
conductor Keith Marshall. Keith conducts at Phantom of the Opera in the West End and also 
at St Martin in the Fields and the children and teachers always enjoy working with him.   
 
The day will run from 10.00 to 3.00 and will include: 
·  sectional rehearsals with RMT teachers and Keith Marshall 
·  a sharing session where individual bands and orchestras play pieces from their own 

repertoire 
·  a massed rehearsal and premiere performance of a new piece that will be written by 

Keith Marshall  
 
It’s not too late to register for this event – please email Sheila at the address below if you’d 
like to take part. If your school hasn’t taken part before and you have a school ensemble or a 
group of players who you’d like to play together (you may not have an existing band or 
orchestra and this is a chance for your children to experience playing with others), please 
think about coming along. Your players don’t need to be very advanced – the equivalent of 
Grade 1 standard is fine as an entry level. There’s no upper limit – we can supply parts for 
more experienced players as well. If you have players who don’t read staff notation, we can 
also supply parts for them.  
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We are very pleased to announce that we are developing a new centre at Sheen Mount 
School on Wednesday evenings, 4.00 – 6.00. The new centre will provide additional 
activities for children in the Sheen, Barnes and Richmond areas.  
 
As well as instrumental tuition, initially for guitar and keyboard, there will be an exciting new 
band for wind and brass players, focussing on jazz and led by two top professional players 
and teachers, Patrick Clahar and Vickie Curran.   
 
Our Saturday Centre at Waldegrave School has also expanded to include guitar and 
keyboard teaching at the RMT offices.   
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Playing in a band or orchestra is the best way for players to develop their skills. Richmond 
Music Trust ensembles take place at several centres and cater for players of all levels. For 
information and application forms for all ensembles, please contact the RMT office. 
 
Saturday Centre, Waldegrave School, Fifth Cross Road, Twickenham 
 
Richmond Youth Training Orchestra  9.30-11.00    Grade 2-5 
Saturday Centre Wind Group  9.30-10.15    Grade 2-5 
Junior String Ensemble    10.00-10.30    Grade 1-3 
Richmond Youth Jazz Band   10.00-1100    Grade 3-4 
Brass Band      11.00–12.00   All levels 
 
 
Also at Waldegrave School 
 
Richmond Youth Symphony Orchestra  Tues 7.00-9.00pm   Grade 5+  
Richmond Youth Concert Band    Weds 7.00-9.00pm   Grade 4+   
 
 
Wednesday Midweek Centre, Stanley Junior School, Stanley Road, Teddington 
 
String Hour      4.30-5.30    Beginner-grade 2   
Guitar Ensemble     4.45-5.30   All levels 
Woodwind Starter Group    5.10-5.50   Beginner-grade 2 
Richmond Junior Concert Band  6.30-7.45   Grade 1-3   
 
 
Wednesday Sheen Centre, Sheen Mount School, West Temple Sheen 
 
Sheen Band      4.30 – 5.50    Beginner–grade 3 
 
 
Briar Road Centre, Twickenham 
 
Percussion Ensemble 1    Mon, 5.45–7.00  Grade 1-2 
Percussion Ensemble 1    Tues, 5.15–6.45  Grade 2-3 
Percussion Ensemble 1    Tues, 6.45–8.15  Grade 3-4 
 
Keyboard Ensemble    Thurs 7.30-8.15  grade 2+ 
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Have you had a change of music coordinator? Are you taking part in out-of-borough music 
activities that might interest other schools? Have you discovered a fantastic new resource 
that you’d like to share with other teachers? Please let us know! 
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Richmond Music Trust Office 020 8538 3866 
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Chris Cull, Chief Executive 

chriscull@richmondmusictrust.org.uk�
 

Sheila Johnson, Curriculum Director 
sheilajohnson@richmondmusictrust.org.uk�

 
Caroline Duckett, Administrative Assistant 

carolineduckett@richmondmusictrust.org.uk�
�

Sarah Drake, Team Leader for Singing 
sarahdrake@richmondmusictrust.org.uk 
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Schools’ registration 
The majority of schools have now registered for next term’s Big Racket 2 concerts at St 
Mary’s College. We hope they will be even more exciting than last year and involve even 
more young players! The concerts are a fantastic opportunity for children to play with Wider 
Opportunities players from other schools and with advanced players and teachers.  
 
If you haven’t yet registered your school, you can do this by emailing Sheila at the address 
below. 
 
What happens next? Do I need to do anything this term? 
This term we will be sending you a list of the pupils in your school who we would like to 
include in the event. These are children in the transition and continuation stages, although 
some initial stage classes will be involved in the guitar, keyboard & percussion concert (our 
instrumental team leaders have already spoken to you about this). If your children are in the 
initial stage this term, we will let you know by the end of term which children are carrying on 
to the transition stage in the summer. 
 
Later this term, RMT instrumental teachers will begin to teach the pieces for the concert. This 
will happen in normal lesson time and no extra rehearsals will be needed until the concert 
day.  
 
Although the concert days are a long way ahead, we would appreciate it if you could begin to 
make arrangements to transport your children to and from the daytime rehearsal on your 
concert day. Several schools have asked for these rehearsals to be in the morning and so 
we have scheduled them at 9.45 – 11.45. We appreciate that schools are very busy at this 
time of year but the rehearsal is so important. This is the first time many of the children will 
have played in an instrumental concert, particularly one on such a large scale and we want 
them to feel comfortable and confident, so that the experience is an exciting and memorable 
one.   
 
What happens on the concert day? 
The schedule for each day will be: 
 
9.45 – 11.45  Rehearsal for Wider Opportunities players  
   (schools to arrange transport) 
 
5.00 – 6.30  Massed rehearsal for all performers 
   (parents to arrange transport) 
 
7.00 – 8.15  Concert 
 

13th July: strings 
14th July: brass & woodwind 
15th July: guitar, keyboard & 
percussion 
�

The Tennis Arena 
St Mary’s College 

Twickenham 
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We are interested in taking part in this event and would like further information. 
 
 
School ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Approximate number in choir ……………………………………………………………. 
 
KS1/KS2/mixed KS’s (please circle) 
 
Contact details  
……………………………………………………………………………………................... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 

Please return to Sheila Johnson at the Trust.  
 


