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Thank you to all the music coordinators and choir leaders who have registered to take part in this 
year’s festival. The response has been overwhelming and we will be holding three primary 
concerts over two days, March 24th (morning & afternoon) and 25th(morning), and also a 
secondary ‘Live at the Rose’ event.   
 
The theme of the festival is �� � ��� � � � � �� � �� � �� � �  �� � ��� � � � � �� � �� � �� � �  �� � ��� � � � � �� � �� � �� � �  �� � ��� � � � � �� � �� � �� � �  . We were very happy with the format we 
introduced last year and we will once again be asking schools to work together on their own songs 
linked to the festival theme. As well as singing THAT song (our version will, we hope, include 
original verses from you and your children – more details to follow!) we will also be including songs 
from the Agape orphanage in South Africa, where singing is definitely one of the children’s 
favourite things. A big thank you to those schools that are already involved with the Agape project 
– we are supporting this as part of the festival and we are working closely with the Rise Foundation 
to establish an ongoing partnership between Richmond schools and the orphanage.  
 
Participating schools will receive details about the arrangements in the next few weeks. 
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The working party met in the summer term and we’re very excited about the songs that have made 
it through the selection process. A big thank you goes to the teachers who have given up their time 
to be involved in this.  
 
The lengthy process of editing the songs is in progress. We are currently looking for additional 
funding to help us with this project and are in touch with Sing Up to see if they can work with us on 
this.  
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Our new Vocal Team Leader, Sarah Drake, has been busy getting to grips with her new role. Along 
with other teachers in the vocal team, she will be working with us on the Singing Festival and will 
be focusing particularly on the new ‘Live at The Rose’ secondary event. Sarah is also responsible 
for organising the vocal stage of the Wider Opportunities programme and managing singing tuition 
in schools. If you have any queries relating to either of these, Sarah can be contacted at the Trust 
(sarahdrake@richmondmusictrust.org.uk)  

����
� � � � � # �# � �� � � (� "��� � � � � # �# � �� � � (� "��� � � � � # �# � �� � � (� "��� � � � � # �# � �� � � (� "��))))����! �"� # � � $�
 � � � � � � �* �! � 
! �"� # � � $�
 � � � � � � �* �! � 
! �"� # � � $�
 � � � � � � �* �! � 
! �"� # � � $�
 � � � � � � �* �! � 
 ����

����
Our annual pantomime project will be taking place this term and we are looking for two Year 4 
classes to take part. The aim is to give the children an idea of what it’s like to work in a musical 
and to enjoy the experience of being on stage in a professional theatre. The project involves 
school-based workshops in singing and dance, in preparation for an exciting day at Richmond 
Theatre on Friday December 11th. 
 
The children will work on an adapted scene from ‘Snow White & the Seven Dwarves’, the theatre’s 
pantomime of the season. During the morning, they will take part in music, dance and drama 
workshops, led by staff from RMT and Richmond Theatre’s education department.  At the end of 
the morning, the children will perform their scene on stage and parents are invited to come along to 
see what they’ve achieved. If we’re lucky, some of the professional cast members will come along 
too and give their opinion. The performance will be very short but a lot of work goes into it! As a 
reward for all their hard work, the children will relax and watch the show in the afternoon. 
 
Places are offered on a first-come-first-served basis and we’ll give priority to schools that haven’t 
taken part previously.  Please email me as soon as possible if you’d like to take part. 
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We have been working on a new resource pack for class teachers, which will support the work 
of our instrumental teachers. The pack will be going out to this term’s initial stage schools in the 
next few weeks and to the remaining schools later in the term. This term’s subject panel meeting 
on November 11th will be for music coordinators and KS2 teachers whose classes are taking part 
in the programme and will introduce the resources and give teachers a chance to try them out and 
ask any questions. The session will take place at the Trust office, 4.15 to 5.45. You will need to 
bring an instrument from your Wider Opportunities stock (you don’t need to be able to play it!) 
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This is different from standard RMT instrumental tuition and is the only stage where there is a cost 
to schools for the teaching (please note that in the initial stage for clarinet and saxophone, we 
charge £5 per pupil for reeds). The procedure is as follows: 
 



1. We invoice the school directly for the cost of the teaching. This is currently charged at £45 
per hour (most schools pass this cost to parents). The instrumental team leader who 
manages the programme in your school will let you know how many groups are being 
taught and how long the teacher will be in school each week. Invoices usually go out just 
after half term. 

2. Parents make their payment to the school, not to RMT. Please do not send payment slips 
and cheques to the RMT office. Any cheques made out to RMT should be returned to 
parents with a request to make them out to the school.  

3. The school pays RMT. Please note that the transition stage runs for 20 weeks over 2 terms 
and parents have the option of paying in full or in two termly instalments. Schools will need 
to keep their own record of payment.  

 
 
When children are near the end of the 20 weeks transition stage their instrumental teacher will give 
them a letter to take home, explaining that they will need to move to standard tuition the following 
term. A revised application form is included with this letter. This should not be confused with the 
normal Music Trust application form. 
 
If you would like more information about the Wider Opportunities Programme in Richmond, please 
contact Chris Cull or Sheila Johnson. 
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Last summer term we introduced the Big Racket concerts, bringing together Wider Opportunities 
pupils from schools across the borough and all the RMT ensembles. Designed to build on the 
success of the Wider Opportunities programme, the Big Racket gave new young players the 
chance to play with experienced musicians and teachers in three huge concerts in the vast Tennis 
Arena at St Mary’s College in Twickenham.  
 
Coordinating so many musicians was definitely a challenge but the end result was an inspirational 
experience for children, parents and teachers.  
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The Big Racket 2010 is already being planned and details for your 
school are enclosed! 
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Our annual Instrumental Day for school bands and orchestras took place on Thursday June 25th at 
the Landmark Arts Centre in Teddington. The day included sectional rehearsals with RMT 
teachers, a sharing session where individual bands and orchestras played pieces from their own 
repertoire and a massed rehearsal and world premiere performance of a challenging new piece, 
’Cuckoo!’,  written especially for the occasion by Keith Marshall. Keith conducts at Phantom of the 
Opera in the West End and also at St Martin in the Fields and the children (and teachers!) learned 
so much from working with him.   
 
The provisional date for next year’s Instrumental Day is Wednesday 23rd June. Please pencil this 
date in your diary and we’ll confirm as soon as possible.  
 
If your school hasn’t taken part before and you have a school ensemble or a group of players who 
you’d like to play together, please think about coming along. Your players don’t need to be very 
advanced – the equivalent of Grade 1 standard is fine as an entry level. There’s no upper limit – 
we can supply parts for more experienced players as well. If you have players who don’t read staff 
notation, we can also supply parts for them.  
 
If you’d like to take part, please complete the enclosed registration slip and return it by post or 
email to Sheila Johnson.  
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Our pre-instrumental classes for year 1 children are now running in 9 schools. As well as being 
great fun, these classes are designed to give young children the best possible start to learning an 
instrument. Lessons are taught in groups of up to 12 and cost £63 per term (10 lessons). If you are 
interested in introducing Music Makers in your school, please contact Jane McKechnie at the Trust. 
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Have you had a change of music coordinator? Are you taking part in out-of-borough music 
activities that might interest other schools? Have you discovered a fantastic new resource that 
you’d like to share with other teachers? Please let us know! 
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Vicky is the Advanced Skills Teacher for Primary Music in Richmond. She is a class and music 
teacher at Sheen Mount.  Her AST role includes providing support and sharing good practice with 
teachers in the delivery of the Music curriculum.  Please feel free to contact her if you would like 
her to visit your school. Her outreach day is Thursday. She can be contacted at Sheen Mount 
02088768394 or vboa@sheenmount.richmond.sch.uk 
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Chris Cull, Chief Executive 
chriscull@richmondmusictrust.org.uk�
 
Sheila Johnson, Curriculum Director  
sheilajohnson@richmondmusictrust.org.uk�
 
Caroline Duckett, Administrative Assistant 
carolineduckett@richmondmusictrust.org.uk�
�
Sarah Drake, Team Leader for Singing 
sarahdrake@richmondmusictrust.org.uk 
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We would like to take part  
 
School: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact name: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Contact details: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


